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Critical thinking is ...

“a useful tool to improve students’ knowledge about language.”

“the ability to connect ideas to form an opinion or to reach a decision.”
“a way to improve study skills.”

“an ability to think, reflect, and analyze an argument.”

“being able to see things from a different perspective.”

V4

“questioning everything in order to distinguish true facts from fake information.

“using higher level thinking rather than just relying on memorization or rote
learning. Students work out answers rather than being dependent on the

teacher.”
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Lower order thinkin

|

Basic
comprehension

Critical
thinking

Creative
thinking

* Fill-the-blanks

* True/false questions

* Matching activities

* Find the answer in a text

* Analyse a text

* Infer meaning

* Discover the meaning
* Evaluate an opinion

Give a
presentation
Write an essay
Make a video
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Women chat on the station platform in =
Winterthur, Switzerland. j

1. What are they doing?
2. Why do you think the photographer took this photo?
3. Give the photo a title.



1. Where are they?

2. What do you think is the main message behind the image?

3. Imagine the conversation between the two women. Say/Write
their dialogue.

Compare the three women.

Imagine the other woman’s text message. Write her message.
Who can you see?

Why do you think the photographer took this photo?

Give the photo a title.

What does the photo tell us about different forms of
communication?

10. What are they doing?
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Lower order

Imagine the conversation between the two women.
Say/Write their dialogue.

Imagine the other woman’s text message. Write her
message.

Give the photo a title.

What do you think is the main message behind the
image?

Why do you think the photographer took this photo?
What does the photo tell us about different forms of
communication?

Compare the three women.

Where are they?

What are they doing?

Who can you see?
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Lower order

Inductive

Deductive

We visited Rome last year.

| worked in London last week.
He lived in the 18t century.
She studied art in 2015.

1. Is the action in the past or the
present?

2. What do we add to the verb?

3. What is different about the verbs
live and study?

PAST SIMPLE REGULAR VERBS

We visited Rome last year.
He lived in the 18" century.
She studied art in 2015.

Use the past simple to talk about
finished actions.




1 Write the words in the sentences.
sofa  painting curtains  cupboard lamp

1 That’s a beautiful on the wall.

2 Can you look in the for my book.

3 We can all sit on the . It’s big enough.
4 Turn the on if you can’t see.

5 Open the . The view from the window is fantastic.

2 Write five sentences with gaps for these
words: desk, plant, carpet, TV, photo

Then test your partner.



1. Listen and repeat these short and long vowel sounds.

1/ [i:/
chip cheap
cat cart
cod cord

2. How does the meaning change with a long vowel?
a) Can you fill this bottle?
b) Where is your hat?
c) I don’t like spots.



1. Listen and repeat these short and long vowel sounds.

1/ [i:/
chip cheap
cat cart
cod cord

2. How does the meaning change with a long vowel?
a) Can you feel this bottle?
b) Where is your heart?
c) I don’t like sports.
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Work in pairs. Look at these different sources of information and score the reliability of
each one:

1 = Not a reliable source
2 = It might be reliable, but I'd need to check the information in another source.

3 =It’s usually a reliable source.

A A shared post on social media

B An article in a newspaper

C A video on YouTube

D A documentary on TV with interviews

E A published book by a qualified academic
F A photograph on a news website

G Your own research

H An entry on Wikipedia



1 Read the article. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F).

2 Read the article. Answer these questions ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘| don’t
know’ because the information isn’t in the text.

3 Read the biography and write the main facts of the person’s life
next to these dates: 1966, 1979, 1991, 2000, 2009.

4 Read the biography and underline words which show the
biographer’s opinion of the person.

5 Listen to a talk about foreign travel. Where does the speaker
suggest you travel this summer?

6 Listen to a talk about foreign travel. What adjectives does the
speaker use to describe places? Which adjectives are positive,
negative or neutral?




Critical thinking fact or opinion

4 Look at the sentences (1-6) from the article.
Which sentences:

give facts?
give the author’s opinion?

He can jump between twenty and thirty metres.
Cliff diving is a very exciting extreme sport.

In this photo, American Andy Lewis walks
above a canyon.

Highlining is a great adventure.

The landscape is perfect.

Extreme paragliders can fly over 3,000 metres
high.
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Critical thinking fact or opinion?

6 Look at the sentences (1-6) from the article.
Which sentences:

N = 0 O L

N Ui

give facts?
give the author’s opinion?
report other people’s opinion?

The email inbox shows 243 unread emails.

The good news is that now there is an excellent
website to help people like me.

When Ryan Nicodemus and Joshua Fields
Millburn set up this website, they had 52
visitors in the first month.

Some people also think that there is a problem
with having lots of stuff in our heads.

People said they were bored of watching TV.
We should also have less stuff in our heads.




Jeongmee Yoon is a South Korean photographer.

When her daughter was five years old, she loved
pink. So her mother photographed Seowoo in
her bedroom with all her possessions. There
were plastic toys, animals, dolls, books, clothes,
jewellery, make up and things for school. And

everything was pink.

T'he photograph gave Jeongmee an idea. She
asked parents if she could photograph their
daughters with their possessions. Many of
these girls were like Seowoo and had lots of
pink things. Jeongmee says: ‘My daughter

is not unusual. Most other little girls in the
United States and South Korea love pink

clothing and toys."

Next, Jeongmee photographed boys with their
possessions, and most of their possessions
were blue. She also noticed the difference in
the type of objects: the boys’ objects were blue

toys like robots, dinosaurs and superheroes, but

girls typically liked pink make-up, clothes, or

fave for rankino:
toys for cooking.

Jeongmee's pink and blue photographs show
how important these two colours are in the lives
of young children. Jeongmee thinks children see
them on television and in advertisements and
so parents buy products for children in these
colours; for example, superheroes in films wear
blue and dolls like Barbie wear pink.

The historian Jo Paoletti of the University of
Maryland says that ‘pink for girls and blue for
boys’ wasn’t true in the past. In the 19th century,
people wore clothes of different colours, so men
also wore pink and women wore blue. And in
1914, one American newspaper even told new
mothers to ‘use pink for the boy and blue for the
girl.” But in the 1950s, this started to change in

America, and then in other countries. And today

ve are still buying these colours for our children.

Alexandra and Her Pink
Things 2006

Terry and His Blue
Things 2005

www.jeongmeeyoon.com/




Texts with critical thinking tasks

- Compare your room as a child with those in the photos.

- Write questions for the photographer. Read for the answers.

- Visit her website and read more about her work.

- Write a online comment to the photographer in response to the
article.

- Take your own photograph on the theme of ‘colour’ and
present it at the next lesson.




Unit 3 Water

FEATURES T Work xe = clmsec Look at the photo and smswer the questiona.
z 1 Where do you $hesk e wosmes an: gomg?
34 Behind the Photo 2 How cften do you Sunk Swy make Sex tnp?
When thenge go wmng in 3 What do they do with the water they collect?
°,
e 2 Work in pairs. Complete the sertenaee with four of the
36 Return to Titanic numizr
The truth about & Gamous % % 3 17 ¥ & N0
snderwater docuvery
3 1 About _____ percent of the Bar®'s marface w covered
38 Love and death in the b
ea 2 Omly_________ percent of the Earth’s water i frioh water.
A= article by marine 3 Acownd ______ per oot of people dom't have running
ecclogist Enric Sala Wt o their bome
¢ A penaon in the developing world woex aboot
42 One village makes a itmen of water cach duy
difference 5 k= Europe, theaversgrin_________ litrnow u dag
A video aborat sarbving a 3 % 1.13 Lates to s radio dip about Werld Waber Dy Check
water probles in India your aroowers from Exerciee 2

4 Work = groupe Dincaas the questions

1 Do you know bow =uch water you use every day?
2 Do you try to save water ot home? How? Why?




http://www.emoderationskills.com/?p=1177
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Lower order thinking Higher order thinking

! \ |
| Creative

Critical thinking
thinking

Basic
comprehension



P DISCUSSING OPINIONS

Asking for an opinion
What do you think?
What's your opinion?
Giving your opinion

| think we should ...

In my opinion ...

I'm not sure about ...
Agreeing and disagreeing

| agree. / You're right./ Good idea.

| see what you mean, but ...
| disagree. /| don’t agree.

Making suggestions
Maybe you could ...
| suggest you ...

From Life Pre-Intermediate

P PROPOSING and CONCEDING A POINT

Proposing points

One possibility is / would be to ...
Another alternative/idea is / might be ...
You could ...

It would be better to ...

What about ...?

Conceding points

Having said that, ...

| realize/admit that ...

Admittedly, ...

| know that isn‘t really ...

It's not (a) particularly ..., | admit. / I'll grant you.
| haven’t thought it through exactly, but ...

From Life Advanced




My three main arguments

A counter-argument for

each one

A reply to each counter-

argument




A show and tell presentation

Today Id like to talk about...
This is my....
It’s a piece of my history...

It came from...

It was made by...

It shows...

...in the nineteen hundreds/sixties/seventies

It’s important/special to me because....
It reminds me of...
It makes me think of...
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Once upon a time

Every day

One day

Because of that,

Because of that,

Until finally




For sale: Baby shoes.
Never worn.

E. Hemingway

http://www.sixwordstories.net/




Boy wizard beats Voldemort
seven times.




After you have written your essay, swap your writing with a partner.

Read your partner’s essay and use this checklist:

Did the writer...?

e Introduce the topic[ ]

e State the aim of the essay (arguments for and against) [ ]
e Introduce arguments for (with supporting evidence) [ ]

e Introduce arguments against (with evidence) [ ]

e Balance both sides of the arguments|[ ]

e Conclude with his/her own view [ ]




Did the writer...?

([ ]
—
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Extract from Dummett & Hughes (2019) Critical Thinking in ELT National Geographic Learning
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28 Creative thinking

with English

Critical thinking

Higher order think

using English

Lower order thinking

Doing something new

Thinking more deeply about
something with English

Basic comprehension
Remembering, understanding and

time in the article
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1 Work in pairs. Look at the image. Discuss the questions.

1 Does it look like a painting or a photo?
2 What is happening?

3 What does it make you think about?

4 Do you think the image has a message? What?
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Higher
order

Lower
order

Length of the lesson



Higher Higher

order order
Lower Lower
order order

Length of the lesson Length of the lesson



One thing | agree
with is...

One classroom
activity I'd like to
try out is...

One thing |
disagree with is...

One thing | want to
know more about
iS...




Join National Geographic Learning!

webinars

ELTNGL.com/webinars

in focus

ELTNGL.com/infocus
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