
Make critical thinking a part of 
your classroom Part 1
John Hughes

Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



Critical thinking is …

• “a useful tool to improve students’ knowledge about language.”

• “the ability to connect ideas to form an opinion or to reach a decision.”

• “a way to improve study skills.”

• “an ability to think, reflect, and analyze an argument.”

• “being able to see things from a different perspective.”

• “questioning everything in order to distinguish true facts from fake information.”

• “using higher level thinking rather than just relying on memorization or rote 

learning. Students work out answers rather than being dependent on the 

teacher.”
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Basic 
comprehension

Creative 
thinkingCritical 

thinking

• Fill-the-blanks
• True/false questions
• Matching activities
• Find the answer in a text

• Analyse a text
• Infer meaning
• Discover the meaning
• Evaluate an opinion

• Give a 
presentation

• Write an essay
• Make a video

Lower order thinking                        Higher order thinking

Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



1. What are they doing?
2. Why do you think the photographer took this photo? 
3. Give the photo a title.
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1. Where are they?
2. What do you think is the main message behind the image?
3. Imagine the conversation between the two women. Say/Write 

their dialogue.
4. Compare the three women.
5. Imagine the other woman’s text message. Write her message. 
6. Who can you see?
7. Why do you think the photographer took this photo? 
8. Give the photo a title.
9. What does the photo tell us about different forms of 

communication?
10. What are they doing? 
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Imagine the conversation between the two women. 
Say/Write their dialogue.
Imagine the other woman’s text message. Write her 
message. 
Give the photo a title.
What do you think is the main message behind the 
image?
Why do you think the photographer took this photo? 
What does the photo tell us about different forms of 
communication?
Compare the three women.
Where are they?
What are they doing? 
Who can you see?
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Critical thinking and language

Grammar, vocabulary & pronunciation
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1 Write the words in the sentences.

sofa      painting      curtains       cupboard       lamp

1 That’s a beautiful _______ on the wall.
2 Can you look in the ______ for my book.
3 We can all sit on the ______. It’s big enough.
4 Turn the _____ on if you can’t see.
5 Open the _____. The view from the window is fantastic.

2 Write five sentences with gaps for these 
words: desk, plant, carpet, TV, photo

Then test your partner.
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1. Listen and repeat these short and long vowel sounds.

/I/ /i:/
chip cheap

cat cart

cod cord

2. How does the meaning change with a long vowel?
a) Can you fill this bottle?
b) Where is your hat?
c) I don’t like spots.

Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



1. Listen and repeat these short and long vowel sounds.

/I/ /i:/
chip cheap

cat cart

cod cord

2. How does the meaning change with a long vowel?
a) Can you feel this bottle?
b) Where is your heart?
c) I don’t like sports.
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Critical thinking and receptive skills

Reading & Listening
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Work in pairs. Look at these different sources of information and score the reliability of 
each one:

1 = Not a reliable source

2 = It might be reliable, but I’d need to check the information in another source. 

3 = It’s usually a reliable source.

A A shared post on social media

B An article in a newspaper

C A video on YouTube

D A documentary on TV with interviews

E A published book by a qualified academic

F A photograph on a news website

G Your own research

H An entry on Wikipedia
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1 Read the article. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F).

2 Read the article. Answer these questions ‘yes’, ‘no’, or ‘I don’t 

know’ because the information isn’t in the text.

3 Read the biography and write the main facts of the person’s life 

next to these dates: 1966, 1979, 1991, 2000, 2009.

4 Read the biography and underline words which show the 

biographer’s opinion of the person.

5 Listen to a talk about foreign travel. Where does the speaker 

suggest you travel this summer? 

6 Listen to a talk about foreign travel. What adjectives does the 

speaker use to describe places? Which adjectives are positive, 

negative or neutral?
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Texts with critical thinking tasks

- Compare your room as a child with those in the photos.

- Write a online comment to the photographer in response to the 
article.

- Visit her website and read more about her work. 

- Take your own photograph on the theme of ‘colour’ and 
present it at the next lesson. 

- Write questions for the photographer. Read for the answers.
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http://www.emoderationskills.com/?p=1177
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Make critical thinking a part of 
your classroom Part 2
John Hughes
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Critical thinking 
and the productive skills
Speaking & Writing
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Basic 
comprehension

Creative 
thinkingCritical 

thinking

Lower order thinking                        Higher order thinking
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From Life Pre-Intermediate From Life Advanced

Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



Property of National Geographic Learning. 

Copyright ©  John Hughes



A show and tell presentation

Today I’d like to talk about…
This is my….
It’s a piece of my history…

It came from…
It was made by…
It shows…
…in the nineteen hundreds/sixties/seventies

It’s important/special to me because….
It reminds me of…
It makes me think of…
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http://www.sixwordstories.net/

For sale: Baby shoes. 

Never worn.

E. Hemingway
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Boy wizard beats Voldemort 

seven times.
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After you have written your essay, swap your writing with a partner. 

Read your partner’s essay and use this checklist:

Did the writer…?                                

• Introduce the topic [    ]

• State the aim of the essay (arguments for and against) [     ]

• Introduce arguments for (with supporting evidence) [     ]

• Introduce arguments against (with evidence) [      ]

• Balance both sides of the arguments [       ]

• Conclude with his/her own view [     ]
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Did the writer…?                                

• …………………………………………………………………………………… [     ]

• …………………………………………………………………………………… [     ]

• …………………………………………………………………………………… [     ]

• …………………………………………………………………………………… [     ]

• …………………………………………………………………………………… [     ]

Extract from Dummett & Hughes (2019) Critical Thinking in ELT National Geographic Learning
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Critical thinking 
and lesson planning
Bringing it all together
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One thing I agree 
with is… 

One thing I 
disagree with is… 

One classroom 
activity I’d like to 

try out is… 

One thing I want to 
know more about 

is… 
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Make critical thinking an everyday 
part of your teacher toolkit
John Hughes

www.elteachertrainer.com
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