
The Youth Dance Exchange is a
unique experience for young
aspiring dancers attending
American high schools and pre-
professional dancers from top
Chinese dance institutes to connect
through a shared art form.

The exchange aims to inspire cross-
cultural artistic expression and
showcase youth from the US and
China collaborating in the arts. 

Promoting US - China Collaboration in the Performing Arts

Talented students from The Edge
School of the Arts - a noted
dance studio located in Queens,
New York - travel to Beijing for a
one-week intensive training in
Chinese folk and classical dance.
During the program, the dancers
take part in APSA’s student-
focused language learning and
21st-Century professional skills
training to enhance their learning
experience abroad.



Dance is one of my passions because I can't
see myself doing anything else. Having
freedom of movement and expression allows
me to become what ever I want to be. I'm
passionate about cultures. Studying art and
societies gets me thinking of what I'm really
capable of doing. The APSA program helps me
reach my goals as a dancer and encourages
me to be courageous.

ASHLEY SANTIAGO
2015 & 2017 DANCE SCHOLAR



6 Dance Scholars have returned to China for a
second time and 1 participated in the APSA
China Scholars Program
97% say their cultural awareness and interest
in cultural dance increased
92% say their leadership skills were enhanced
94% are still connected to the arts

Queens 25
Nassau County 6
Brooklyn 4
Bronx 2
Manhattan 1

2013 – 2017 New York

Dance Scholars by City

TOTAL: 38

Since 2013, Americans Promoting Study Abroad (APSA) and Edge School of the Arts
(ESOTA) have partnered to facilitate the Youth Dance Exchange. Together they have
brought 38 young dancers from New York to Beijing. APSA and ESOTA hope to
provide a total of 100 American dancers with a cross-cultural exchange by 2020.

Impact on Dance Scholars:



The Youth Dance Exchange
seeks to give ambitious young
dancers the opportunity to
experience first-hand what it
means to be a global citizen
and cross-cultural dancer. 





Dance is my version of
voiceless communication.
To be a cross-curricular
dancer is the ability to

take various learnings in
dance and adapt it to

what I’m currently
working on.

ALEXIS HORTON
2017 DANCE SCHOLAR



The Youth Dance Exchange is funded entirely from fundraising efforts carried out
by selected Dance Scholars, ESOTA and APSA. Make a donation or join the
fundraising efforts through the online campaign:

Exchange Investment:
$3000 per Dance Scholar

Exchange Total:
$30,000 Fundraising Goal

https://www.crowdrise.com/send-new-york-dancers-to-study-abroad-in-beijing
https://www.crowdrise.com/send-new-york-dancers-to-study-abroad-in-beijing
https://www.crowdrise.com/send-new-york-dancers-to-study-abroad-in-beijing






Cross Cultural dance is on a pedestal in my
mind. Everyone's culture is beautiful and
what's better than one beautiful culture is the
unity of cultures. A portion of the world's
problems today have to do with unity and
other people being looked down on. If
something like dance has the power to bring
cultures together and display how beautiful it
can be together, then I'd love to be a part of it.
A cross cultural dancer would be a
courageous leader that has potential and
drive to change this world for the better. 

SADIYAH STEPHENS
2017 DANCE SCHOLAR


